
Grading FAQs 
 

● Is this going to be an incentive for kids to not do their homework?  
○ No.  Students must complete their homework in order to practice learning new 

material taught in class.  It is essential to keep up with the material.  Also, 
homework may be counted as part of the content mastery if the teacher uses the 
assignment to provide feedback to students about their progress.  Finally, even if 
homework is not used as part of the content mastery grade, it will still be reflected 
on the students’ learner quality score. 

 
● Does the learner quality grade factor into the Final and Midterm?  

○ No.  The learner quality score is not factored into any content mastery 
assessment.  It is also not factored into the quarter grade or semester grade, and 
is not reported on the official transcript. 

 
● When students retake assessment, is it the average of the 2 grades that becomes the new 

grade? If yes, can you retake the assessment even if you passed to get a higher grade the 
first time?  

○ The guidelines stipulate that students make re-assessment up to a minimum level 
of proficiency (70).  Teachers reserve the right to exercise professional discretion 
in applying the grade, however.  Students who passed the original assessment are 
NOT eligible to complete a re-take, unless the teacher approves. 

 
● Is multiple opportunity allowed for EVERY assessment?  

○ Multiple opportunities are required for all major assessments where students 
score below a 70. 

 
● Is there a maximum number of times a student can reassess?  

○ Students may re-assess until they reach a minimum proficiency level (70) as long 
as they comply with the plan established with the teacher.  

 
● Will students clearly be told which assessments are graded?  

○ Yes.  Teachers are expected to clearly explain their expectations to students. 
 
 

● Has anything been done to bring homework amounts in to line with district policy? (2 
hours a night). Should parents advise students to stop doing 4 plus hours a night in favor 
of studying? 



○ The SKSD Homework Policy stipulates that high school students should receive 
between 90-120 minutes of homework per night.   It is noted that AP courses may 
exceed this time allotment.  If your child’s homework load is causing excessive 
stress, it may be appropriate to review his/her course schedule with the guidance 
counselor.  

 
● Has this new system been used in other schools in RI? Feedback from them? 

○ There has been a shift in traditional grading practices that has been in effect for 
several years.  In developing our guidelines, we have reviewed the work of 
Cumberland High School, as well as Casco Bay High School in Maine. 
Additionally, South Kingstown High School is a member of the New England 
Secondary School Consortium’s League of Innovative Schools.  As part of this 
consortium, we network with other high schools throughout New England around 
the topics of personalized and proficiency-based learning. 

 
○ The example of the 4 students assumes an equal of percentage of grade 

determination. Most teachers already use different percentages for homework and 
quizzes. 

 
●  Wouldn’t tests and quizzes be weighed heavier? Tests are generally weighted more. 

○ Tests and other major assessments are weighted at 80% of the quarterly grade. 
Quizzes and other minor assessments are weighted at 20% of the grade. 

 
● Multiple opportunities lay a heavy burden on teachers?  

○ Teachers will be expected to work with students who are not meeting our 
standards.  Many (I will argue most) of our teachers have been doing this for 
some time independently.  The new grading guidelines simply ensure this for all 
students in all classes. 

 
● Students need to learn to advocate for themselves if they don’t understand.  

○ Students are expected to take an active role in this process.  They are expected to 
prepare themselves for each assessment by attending class, completing their work 
and making time to see teachers for extra help if it is needed.  They also are 
responsible for re-assessing if they are unsuccessful on the first attempt.  

 
 

● Who is staffing APC? Is there no help from student’s teacher?  
○ The student’s classroom teacher will be responsible for working with the student 

on setting and meeting re-assessment criteria.  The APC will be staffed by a 



certified teacher in the core content areas.  The APC is designed to be an extra 
layer of support for students who need more intensive instruction in addition to 
that provided by the regular classroom teacher. 

 
● How do students access APC? 

○ Students access the APC through a referral from their classroom teacher.  
 

● Is it true that a retaken assignment can only raise the grade to 70? 
○ Yes, unless the classroom teacher allows students to score higher than a 70.  The 

reason for this is to preserve grade integrity and not provide unfair advantage to 
students who fail to prepare for the initial test administration. 

 
● Is there an objective way to assess learner qualities?  

○ The learner qualities we selected are actually quite measurable.  Teachers keep 
records of student work completion, classroom attendance, deadlines and class 
participation.  Therefore, it should be easily transferrable to a numerical score 
based on the criteria we established.  We have also revamped our report card 
comments to  reflect our learner qualities, so that parents have more specific, 
detailed information about their child’s score. 

 
● Does a student need to be referred or can a parent ask for a student to go to APC? 

○ Parents will be involved in the decision.  If a parent feels the student can benefit 
from an APC referral, he/she may contact the student’s teacher. 

 
● Discussion resides around bringing up bottom end. How do you provide excelling 

students additional resources? 
○ We have been adding AP courses for several years, and we aim to continue to add 

more.  We have an identified interest in being the first RI high school to offer AP 
Capstone to interested students.  

 
● What is Content Mastery of a subject? Is it 70% or 100%? 

○ True mastery of a subject is demonstrated through performing a skill and/or 
applying knowledge and skills to meaningful tasks.  For the purpose of providing 
clarity and consistency to families and colleges, we have chosen to remain on the 
numerical grading system.  Based on this system, 70% is considered proficient 
demonstration of the learning standards.  To date we have not identified a 
numerical benchmark for mastery. 

 
● What do you think will be the overall impact of these changes on student grades?  



○ The goal of this will be to increase student engagement with what they are 
learning.  It is to send them the message that we as a school believe in supporting 
them through the challenges that come with being a student.  When students are 
more engaged, when they feel supported and empowered to show adults what they 
know, they typically earn higher grades.  

 
● On the report card, will the semester and final grade include only content mastery grades?  

○ No, the report card will include the quarterly numerical grade for the course (the 
content mastery grade) as well as the learner quality score for each course 
(represented by a number score 1 through 4).  Also included will be any teacher 
comments. 

 
● How does 50-100 scale grading relate to percentage proficiency? 

○ Rather than thinking of proficiency as a percentage, it is better to think of it as a 
minimum level of ability that is accepted to move on the the new material.  For 
the purpose of clarity and consistency, we have determined that 70% is the 
minimum for this.  The 50-100 grading scale speaks to the range of points a 
student may earn.  The best way to think of this is that we have narrowed the point 
range from 100 (0-100 possible points) to 50 (50-100).  

 
● For a student who is a poor test taker and has to work towards proficiency, how will they 

be able to keep up with new material?  
○ Students who struggle to reach proficiency on assessments will be expected to 

work towards closing that gap with their teacher.  I think cases such as this are 
best solved through a conversation between the student and the teacher, and 
potentially the parent and guidance counselor. 

 
● Is learner quality score any part of their GPA and if not, who is looking at it? What is its 

value or meaning? Does it reflect on the transcript? How is it translated? 
○ The learner quality score is not part of the student’s GPA and is not reported on 

the transcript.  The purpose of the learner quality score is to provide more 
specific information to students and parents about the student’s academic 
behaviors that contribute to school success. 

 
 

● How do you anticipate this affecting college and career success where you don’t have 
multiple chances? 

○ I think they will be better prepared because we are requiring students to be 
personally accountable for their own learning.  We are taking away the option of 



just performing below proficiency and “skating by” without having learned the 
important skill.  This will predictably result in students entering college and the 
workforce having acquired more essential knowledge and skills, and therefore be 
more prepared to meet the demands of a 21st century economy. 

 
● If point is to better prepared for college, are colleges changing their approach? Are other 

schools following suit?  
○ Colleges are all different, and expectations are often different within colleges 

depending on the program.  It’s important to remember that college admittance is 
based primarily on the courses taken in high school and the grades received in 
those courses.  Under these new grading protocols, that has not been altered in 
any way in terms of GPA calculation, class rank or reporting procedures. 

 
● How will the grades be reported to college - content mastery vs learner quality? Will they 

listed separately for college? How are colleges viewing this?  
○ The official student transcript is reported to colleges.  Our official transcript will 

include content mastery grades only.  These grades will determine GPA and class 
rank.  Learner quality scores are reported as an additional piece of feedback for 
students and families to get an idea for how well students are exhibiting academic 
behaviors that contribute to school success. 

 
● What is GPA based on? 

○ Content mastery grades only 
 

● What are colleges going to think of a child that has to keep reassessing?  
○ Colleges will only see the grades on the transcript.  Students who reassess are 

guaranteed only a score up to 70%. 
 

● I believe that you stated that the 0-100 grading scale was being replaced with a 50-100 
grading scale.  I would like to understand this change in mathematical terms.  Using the 
traditional grading scale a score of 9 out of 10 would be 90%.  If the school will now use 
a true 50-100 scale then does that mean that a 9 out of 10 is now 95%?  To truly grade on 
a 50-100 scale I am assuming that the teachers will need to use the following formula [(# 
correct/total #)*50 + 50].  Is this correct, or is the “new” grading system still a 0-100 
scale which is simply truncated at 50%, i.e. 9/10 is still 90%, but anything below 5/10 is 
automatically set to 50%? 

○ The grading scale was changed to 50 points in order to bring more equity to the 
scoring ranges.  In a 100 point system where 60 is passing, students have a 60 
point range for an F (0-59), with 10 point ranges for the other letter grades.  In 



this system one grade of 0 can result in a misrepresenting of a student’s overall 
understanding of the subject matter.  In this new system the 50-point scale is used 
for final grades on the report card.  Teachers may assign individual test and 
quizzes that are scored on a 100-point scale.  For these assessments, any score 
below a 50 will require a re-assessment since the student’s score fell outside the 
grading scale.  For the purposes of calculating a final grade, however, teachers 
will use a formula that will include a percentage applied to major and minor 
assessments (i.e. 70% major, 30% minor).  The final grade, therefore will fall 
within a 50-100 point range based on this calculation of major and minor 
assessment results. 

 
● Will homework be checked for correctness and graded?  If so will grading homework be 

at the discretion of the teacher or required?  Will a piece of homework that is graded be 
included in the reported grade for a class? 

○ Homework may be checked for correctness and graded.  It may be simply that 
students receive feedback from their teacher regarding their homework.  In these 
cases, homework will count towards a student’s content mastery grade.  If 
students do not receive feedback on their homework it will not count as part of 
their content mastery grade. 

 
● Please clarify if homework grades are part of the content mastery grade or just part of the 

learner qualities. 
○ Homework counts towards content mastery as long as students receive feedback 

on their work from their teacher.  The reason for this is that learning is most 
likely to occur when students receive timely and specific feedback on their work. 

 
● Do you think teachers will be burdened with the re-assessment process to the point where 

students that do not need to reassess suffer? 
○ In the design of our grading guidelines, we have taken extensive steps to ensure 

that these changes include shared responsibility on the part of students and 
teachers.  Students are expected to complete all assignments and give their best 
effort on all work assigned.  Teachers are expected to work with all students, 
knowing that students learn differently and at different rates.  We have also 
created the Academic Proficiency Center as an additional intervention for 
students, so that the burden does not rest entirely on the classroom teacher. 

 
● How can teachers keep up with new material and reteach old material? 

○ Assessment results often communicate the next steps for teaching.  If, for instance, 
a quiz is given and a large percentage of students perform poorly the teacher may 



decide that all students could benefit from re-teaching.  If a few students perform 
poorly the teacher may be able to work with them after school.  Still others may 
need to be referred to the Academic Proficiency Center for more intensive 
assistance.  This is not a new concept for teachers, as they are used to handling 
different students in different ways. 

 
● Can a student who has seen the test and knows what will be on the retake be able to end 

up with a better grade than the student who only took it once? 
○ Our guidelines stipulate that students who score below proficiency (70%) on any 

assessment must re-assess up to a 70.  They will not be entitled to score above a 
70 on the re-assessment.  Also, teachers often make more than one version of a 
test so the student won’t necessarily take the same test as the first time. 

 
● If you only get a 3 out of 10 on a quiz will you be assigned a 50? 

○ On minor assessments, like quizzes, student scores must be in the 50 point range 
unless the teacher requires a re-assessment.  Re-assessments are required for all 
major assessments, but for minor assessments they are given at the teacher’s 
discretion. 

 
● Doesn’t this system hurt students who do their homework well but have test anxiety and 

do not score well on exams? 
○ I think we need to pay careful attention to how we assess student learning.  Test 

anxiety is a real issue that must be confronted.  I believe that excellent instruction 
combined with a skillful use of assessment that aims to give students the 
opportunities to show what they know will result in higher achievement and less 
test anxiety.  In other words, I believe the design of our instructional models, if 
done skillfully, can minimize test anxiety. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


